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Edward P. Brunet, Jr., P.E. 

 
Prologue 
The state of Illinois has enacted continuing education requirements for its professional engineers. More 
specifically, the Illinois Department of Financial & Professional Regulation requires licensees to earn 30 
PDH (or Professional Development Hours) biennially. 

Additionally, the Board requires one PDH earned by studying the Illinois rules and statutes for 
Professional Engineers, one PDH earned by studying engineering ethics, and one PDH earned through a 
Sexual Harassment Prevention training program. This course is specifically designed to cover the Laws 
and Rules portion of the requirement. You can find additional courses that fulfill the other 
requirements on our website. 

This course covers only a portion of the Illinois Administrative Code that is applicable to the practice of 
engineering.  In order to achieve a length that is commensurate with a 1 hour course, some sections 
have been omitted that are less relevant to a practicing engineer, such as sections addressing the 
requirements for an engineering graduate to become licensed. 

 

Note: This course is specifically designed to meet the 1 PDH Laws and Rules requirement for 
Illinois Professional Engineers.  If you are a licensed Illinois Structural Engineer, you must take the 
separate Laws and Rules for Illinois Structural Engineers course on our website. 

 

Section 1 – Selections from the Illinois Administrative Code – 
Professional Engineering Act 
(225 ILCS 325/23) (from Ch. 111, par. 5223) 

Sec. 23. Professional design firm registration. 

(a) Nothing in this Act shall prohibit the formation, under the provisions of the Professional Service 
Corporation Act, of a corporation to practice professional engineering. 

Any business, including a Professional Service Corporation, that includes within its stated purposes or 
practices, or holds itself out as available to practice, professional engineering shall be registered with the 
Department pursuant to the provisions set forth in this Section. 

Any sole proprietorship not owned and operated by an Illinois licensed design professional licensed 
under this Act shall be prohibited from offering professional engineering services to the public. Any sole 
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proprietorship owned and operated by a professional engineer with an active license issued under this 
Act and conducting or transacting such business under an assumed name in accordance with the 
provisions of the Assumed Business Name Act shall comply with the registration requirements of a 
professional design firm. Any sole proprietorship owned and operated by a professional engineer with an 
active license issued under this Act and conducting or transacting such business under the real name of 
the sole proprietor is exempt from the registration requirements of a professional design firm. “Illinois 
licensed design professional” means a person who holds an active license as a professional engineer 
under this Act, as an architect under the Illinois Architecture Practice Act of 1989, or as a structural 
engineer under the Structural Engineering Practice Act of 1989. 
 

(b) Any professional design firm seeking to be registered pursuant to the provisions of this Section 
shall not be registered unless one or more managing agents in charge of professional engineering 
activities in this State are designated by the professional design firm. Each managing agent must at all 
times maintain a valid, active license to practice professional engineering in Illinois. No individual whose 
license to practice professional engineering in this State is currently in a suspended or revoked status 
shall act as a managing agent for a professional design firm. 

(c) Any business seeking to be registered under this Section shall make application on a form provided 
by the Department and shall provide such information as requested by the Department, which shall 
include, but not be limited to: 

(1) the name and license number of the person designated as the managing agent in responsible 
charge of the practice of professional engineering in Illinois. In the case of a corporation, the 
corporation shall also submit a certified copy of the resolution by the board of directors 
designating the managing agent. In the case of a limited liability company, the company shall 
submit a certified copy of either its articles of organization or operating agreement designating 
the managing agent; 
(2) the names and license numbers of the directors, in the case of a corporation, the members, 
in the case of a limited liability company, or general partners, in the case of a partnership; 
(3) a list of all office locations at which the professional design firm provides professional 
engineering services to the public; and 
(4) a list of all assumed names of the business. 
Nothing in this Section shall be construed to exempt a professional design firm, sole 
proprietorship, or professional service corporation from compliance with the requirements of 
the Assumed Business Name Act. 
It is the responsibility of the professional design firm to provide the Department notice, in 
writing, of any changes in the information requested on the application. 

(d) The Department shall issue to each business a certificate of registration to practice professional 
engineering or offer the services of its licensees in this State upon submittal of a proper application for 
registration and payment of fees. The expiration date and renewal period for each registration and 
renewal procedures shall be established by rule. 

(e) In the event a managing agent is terminated or terminates his or her status as managing agent of 
the professional design firm, the managing agent and the professional design firm shall notify the 
Department of this fact in writing, by regular mail or email, within 10 business days of such termination. 
Thereafter, the professional design firm, if it has so informed the Department, shall have 30 days in 
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which to notify the Department of the name and license number of a newly designated managing agent. 
If a corporation, the corporation shall also submit a certified copy of a resolution by the board of 
directors designating the new managing agent. If a limited liability company, the company shall also 
submit a certified copy of either its articles of organization or operating agreement designating the new 
managing agent. The Department may, upon good cause shown, extend the original 30-day period. If the 
professional design firm has not notified the Department in writing, by regular mail or email within the 
specified time, the registration shall be terminated without prior hearing. Notification of termination 
shall be sent by regular mail or email to the last known address of the business. If the professional 
design firm continues to operate and offer professional engineering services after the termination, the 
Department may seek prosecution under Sections 21 and 24 for the unlicensed practice of professional 
engineering. 

(f) No professional design firm shall be relieved of responsibility for the conduct or acts of its agent, 
employees, members, managers, or officers by reason of its compliance with this Section, nor shall any 
individual practicing professional engineering be relieved of the responsibility for professional services 
performed by reason of the individual’s employment or relationship with a professional design firm 
registered under this Section. 

(g) Disciplinary action against a professional design firm registered under this Section shall be 
administered in the same manner and on the same grounds as disciplinary action against a licensed 
professional engineer. All disciplinary action taken or pending against a corporation or partnership before 
the effective date of this amendatory Act of 1993 shall be continued or remain in effect without the 
Department filing separate actions. 

(Source: P.A. 101-310, eff. 8-9-19.) 

(225 ILCS 325/24) (from Ch. 111, par. 5224) 

Sec. 24. Grounds for disciplinary action. 

(a) The Department may refuse to issue or renew a license or registration, or may revoke, suspend, 
place on probation, reprimand, or take other disciplinary or non-disciplinary action as the Department 
may deem proper, including fines not to exceed $10,000 per violation, with regard to any license issued 
under this Act, for any one or a combination of the following reasons: 

(1) Material misstatement in furnishing information to the Department. 

(2) Negligence, incompetence, or misconduct in the practice of professional engineering. 

(3) Failure to comply with any provisions of this Act or any of its rules. 

(4) Fraud or any misrepresentation in applying for or procuring a license under this Act or in 
connection with applying for renewal or restoration of a license under this Act. 

(5) Purposefully making false statements or signing false statements, certificates, or affidavits to 
induce payment. 

(6) Conviction of or entry of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, finding of guilt, jury verdict, or entry 
of judgment or sentencing, including, but not limited to, convictions, preceding sentences of supervision, 
conditional discharge or first offender probation under the laws of any jurisdiction of the United States 
that is (i) a felony or (ii) a misdemeanor, an essential element of which is dishonesty, that is directly 
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related to the practice of the profession of professional engineering. 

(7) Aiding or assisting another person in violating any provision of this Act or its rules. 

(8) Failing to provide information in response to a written request made by the Department within 
60 days after receipt of such written request. 

(9) Engaging in dishonorable, unethical, or unprofessional conduct of a character likely to deceive, 
defraud, or harm the public. 

(10) Habitual or excessive use or abuse of drugs defined in law as controlled substances, of alcohol, 
narcotics, stimulants, or any other substances that results in the inability to practice with reasonable 
judgment, skill, or safety. 

(11) A finding by the Department that an applicant or licensee has failed to pay a fine imposed by 
the Department. 

(12) A finding by the Department that the licensee, after having his or her license placed on 
probationary status, has violated the terms of probation or failed to comply with such terms. 

(13) Inability to practice the profession with reasonable judgment, skill, or safety as a result of 
physical illness, including, but not limited to, deterioration through the aging process, loss of motor 
skill, mental illness, or disability. 

(14) Discipline by another state, territory, foreign country, the District of Columbia, the United States 
government, or any other government agency if at least one of the grounds for discipline is the same or 
substantially equivalent to those set forth in this Act. 

(15) The making of any willfully false oath or affirmation in any matter or proceeding where an oath 
or affirmation is required by this Act. 

(16) Using or attempting to use an expired, inactive, suspended, or revoked license or the certificate 
or seal of another or impersonating another licensee. 

(17) Directly or indirectly giving to or receiving from any person or entity any fee, commission, 
rebate, or other form of compensation for any professional service 
not actually or personally rendered. 

(18) Signing or affixing the professional engineer’s seal or permitting the seal to be affixed to 
any technical submissions not prepared by the professional engineer or under the professional 
engineer’s supervision and control. 

(19) Making a statement pursuant to the Environmental Barriers Act that a plan for construction or 
alteration of a public facility or for construction of a multi-story housing unit is in compliance with the 
Environmental Barriers Act when such plan is not in compliance. 

(a-5) THIS SECTION IS OMITTED FROM THE COURSE. REFER TO THE ILLINOIS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
ONLINE IF YOU’D LIKE TO SEE THIS SECTION. 

(b) THIS SECTION IS OMITTED FROM THE COURSE. REFER TO THE ILLINOIS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
ONLINE IF YOU’D LIKE TO SEE THIS SECTION. 

(c) In cases where the Department of Healthcare and Family Services (formerly the Department of 
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Public Aid) has previously determined that a licensee or a potential licensee is more than 30 days 
delinquent in the payment of child support and has subsequently certified the delinquency to the 
Department, the Department shall refuse to issue or renew or shall revoke or suspend that person’s 
license or shall take other disciplinary action against that person based solely upon the certification of 
delinquency made by the Department of Healthcare and Family Services in accordance with paragraph 
(5) of subsection (a) of Section 2105-15 of the Department of Professional Regulation Law of the Civil 
Administrative Code of Illinois. 

(d) The Department shall refuse to issue or renew or shall revoke or suspend a person’s license or shall 
take other disciplinary action against that person for his or her failure to file a return, to pay the tax, 
penalty, or interest shown in a filed return, or to pay any final assessment of tax, penalty, or interest as 
required by any tax Act administered by the Department of Revenue, until the requirements of the tax 
Act are satisfied in accordance with subsection (g) of Section 2105-15 of the Department of Professional 
Regulation Law of the Civil Administrative Code of Illinois. 

(Source: P.A. 100-872, eff. 8-14-18; 101-310, eff. 8-9-19.) 
 

 
(225 ILCS 325/25) (from Ch. 111, par. 5225) (Section scheduled to be repealed on January 1, 2030) 

Sec. 25. Injunction; cease and desist order. 

(a) If any person or entity violates the provisions of this Act, the Secretary, in the name of the People 
of the State of Illinois, through the Attorney General of the State of Illinois or the State’s Attorney of the 
county in which the violation is alleged to have occurred, may petition the circuit court for an order 
enjoining such violation or for an order enforcing compliance with this Act. Upon the filing of a verified 
petition, the court may issue a temporary restraining order, without bond, and may preliminarily and 
permanently enjoin such violation. If it is established that such person or other entity has violated or is 
violating the injunction, the court may punish the offender for contempt of court. Proceedings under this 
Section shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, all other remedies and penalties provided by this Act. 

(b) (Blank) 

(c) (Blank) 

(d) Whenever in the opinion of the Department, any person or entity violates any provision of this Act, 
the Department may issue a notice to show cause why an order to cease and desist should not be 
entered against that person or entity. The rule shall clearly set forth the grounds relied upon by the 
Department and shall provide a period of 7 days from the date of the rule to file an answer to the 
satisfaction of the Department. Failure to answer to the satisfaction of the Department shall cause an 
order to cease and desist to be issued immediately. 

(Source: P.A. 101-310, eff. 8-9-19.) 
 

 
(225 ILCS 325/26) (from Ch. 111, par. 5226) (Section scheduled to be repealed on January 1, 2030) 

Sec. 26. Investigations; notice and hearing. 

(a) The Department may investigate the actions of any applicant or of any person or entity holding or 


